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Whereas, the international student population at Middlebury constitutes over 10% of 
the college demographics, being composed of students from over 74 countries and 
territories, distinct cultures, and diverse backgrounds; 

Whereas, the International Students' Organization (ISO) strives to promote and 
cultivate a strong, open-minded, and critical multicultural community within 
Middlebury; 

Whereas, the ISO is committed to spreading cultural awareness among students and 
faculty, supporting international students personally and professionally, advocating 
for inclusivity, and celebrating diversity; 

Whereas, there are cultural organizations and other affinity-based groups committed 
to promoting dialogue and fostering diversity on campus, the International Students' 
Organization (ISO) is the most significant representative of international students and 
their voices; 

Whereas, international students at Middlebury have constantly faced issues 
navigating the college community, such as language barriers that hinder academic 
success, cultural differences that alienate them from engaging their U.S.-American 
peers, homesickness, and especially a lack of specific resources across the institution 
and a chronic lack of representation in student affairs; 



Whereas, the ISO's International House will be a dedicated residential space to 
provide students with tools to engage in dialogue, celebrate differences, and develop 
intercultural understanding and awareness of global issues; 

Whereas, the residential space in 97 Adirondack View lends itself to the ISO's 
International House's committment to being accessible to the whole student body 
and founded around collaboration with other culturally-affiliated housing in the area, 
such as PALANA, the Queer Studies House, and the adjacent language houses; 

Therefore, be it resolved... 

That, supporting the ISO's pursuit of obtaining 97 Adirondack View due to its 
centrality and potential of creating a corridor of diversity and cultural housing at the 
heart of campus. 

That, recommending a one-year trial period as a superblock to consolidate the 
International House's identity and mission and supporting the ISO's pursuit of 
incorporating a special interest house for the 2021-2022 academic year. 

That, in Winter 2021, the Student Government Association and the Community 
Council shall facilitate the review to decide whether the International House should 
become a Special Interest House for the following academic years. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kelly Zhou '22 and Arthur Martins '22.5, ISO Co-Presidents 

Claire Moy '22, ISO Vice President 

Ariana Popa '22, ISO Director for Finance and Treasurer 

Masud Tyree Lewis '22, ISO Director for Marketing and Communications 

Husam AlZubaidy '23, ISO Director for Events 

Monique Santoso '21, ISO Director for Programs 

& the International Students' Organization Team 

Eun Ho Lee '21, SGA Junior Senator 
John Schurer '21, SGA Junior Senator 
Maya Gee '22, SGA Sophomore Senator 
Paul Flores-Clavel '22, SGA Sophomore Senator 


